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FAMILIES NEED FATHERS PLYMOUTH

Families Need Fathers (FNF) Plymouth Meeting Notice and Newsletter

Dear member, supporter, or interested person

1.  Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th June 2014 at 7.30pm at Nash & Co Solicitors, Beaumont House, Beaumont Park, Plymouth, PL4 9BD;
http://www.nash.co.uk/about-nash/how-to-find-us 

See (6) below for more information.

New clients please fill-out and bring the Documents:\ Help Meeting Client Pitch Form available at
http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk/info/documentlist.html.

Also see Documents: Help Meeting Plan for more meeting information.

Please be punctual.
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3.  Notices

3.1. Local Information

Contact Centre Information for Plymouth

Compiled for FNF Plymouth by Ria Cohen Family Law.

Telephone: 07791 881 697 or 01752 843 746
Email:  riacohenfamilylaw@yahoo.co.uk 
Correct at 30th April 2014.
Emmanuel Contact Centre
Situated in Emmanuel Church Hall, 1 Compton Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5BZ.

Supported contact only

FREE

Open every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month between 2pm and 4pm.

Referral should be via your solicitor or Ria Cohen Family Law.  Non-resident parent self-referrals are being considered for the future. 

Information from Janette Eden on 01752 260 137.  

Sherwell Contact Centre
Situated in Sherwell Church Hall, (bottom of), North Hill, Plymouth, PL4 8ER.  Car park

Supported contact only

FREE
Open every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month with sessions 11.30am to 1.30pm and 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

Referrals must be via your solicitor or Ria Cohen Family Law.

Information from Jean Mortimore on 01752 773 912.  

Network Contact Centre
Situated in Prideaux Court, Palace Street, Plymouth, PL1 2AY.

Supported and supervised contact; handovers, sittings, and reports
Enquiries to Julia Schofield on 01752 604 600.

	Service
	Fee (excluding VAT)

	Supported contact, Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm
	£15.00 per hour

	Supported contact, Saturday, 10.00am to 4.00pm
	£20.00 per hour

	Supervised contact, Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm
	£30.00 per hour

	Supervised contact, Saturday, 10.00am to 4.00pm
	£45.00 per hour

	Handover Monday to Friday, handover and hand back the same day
	£15.00

	Handover Saturday, handover and hand back the same day
	£20.00

	Sitting service
	£20.00 per hour

	Transportation and mileage
	As above charges per hour plus 52p/mile

	Report writing
	£25.00 one off charge


FNF Southwest

Follow FNF in the Southwest on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148689795306337 

FNF Plymouth on Twitter

Follow us on Twitter:

http://twitter.com/FNF_Plymouth   @FNF_Plymouth.

Our Website

http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk
Parents Again

A support group for grandparents who are guardians of their grandchildren.  The group normally meet on the first Wednesday of the month during school terms, from 11.30am to 1.00pm. http://plymouthparentpartnership.org.uk/index.php?p=26 .

Meets at the Jan Cutting Centre, Scott Business Park, Beacon Park Road, Plymouth, PL2 2PQ; http://www.wolseley-trust.org .

Free Legal Advice

Routeways’ Family Information Service (Wolferstans solicitors)

Information and guidance on divorce, separation, cohabitation disputes, childcare and domestic violence.  Four 30-minute appointments 10 to 12 alternate Thursday, by appointment, at their office at: 41-43 Chapel Street, Mount Wise, Plymouth, PL1 4DU; t: 0800 783 4259.

http://www.routeways.org.uk/family-information-service 

Plymouth Parent Partnership 

A universal support service for all parents and carers, including a specialised service to parents and carers of children with additional or special needs and disabilities.

http://www.plymouthparentpartnership.org.uk 

Family Information Service

Routeways offers a number of general advice services for families, including:

· Financial Inclusion Service for benefit and tax credit advice;

· Out-of-school activities for children and young people with a range of physical and learning disabilities.

Contacts

Routeways Centre Ltd, 41/43 Chapel Street, Mount Wise, PL1 4DU

t: 0800 783 4259; e: info@routeways.org.uk; w: http://www.routeways.org.uk
Help Wanted

FNF Plymouth is run by volunteers.  If you value our service offer then please consider volunteering.  Numerous committee opportunities.  Please contact the General Secretary for further information.

3.2  National Information
FNF in Wales 

Check out:

FNF Both Parents Matter Cymru: https://www.fnf-bpm.org.uk 

Inspirational.

Relate's 'Being Parent's Apart' campaign

WHAT NEXT? 
The parents’ guide to separation.
A free, comprehensive, online service for separating families. 
Space to manage some of the emotional and practical realities of separation, all in one place. 
-        Tailored information, advice and guidance

-          Helpful activities and the opportunity to plan
-          Support for you and your children
 www.relate.org.uk/whatnext
Children and Families Act 2014

Includes reforms to the family justice system implemented from 22nd April 2014.

***  Residence and contact orders are replaced by child arrangements orders.  ***

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents/enacted 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/793/made 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-children-and-families-act-2014-gains-royal-assent 
‘These include the 'presumption of parental involvement' which states that courts are to presume that, unless there is evidence to suggest otherwise, the involvement of both parents after separation is in the child's best interests. Additionally, there are measures to replace contact and residence orders with 'child arrangement orders' to address concerns that the previous wording contributed to the perception of 'winners and losers' in private family law cases. There is also a requirement for parents to attend a Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting to consider mediation before they can apply for certain types of court order, apart from in exempted cases. 

Families Need Fathers has long campaigned for a presumption of shared parenting in legislation, and the Children and Families Act represents a move in the right direction. It is the first time that the rights of children to a relationship with both parents has been recognised in primary legislation, a move which is long overdue and to be welcomed. Along with other supporters of shared parenting though, the charity retains some concerns as to whether the application of the law, which was amended a number of times throughout the progress of the Bill, will be carried out in such a way that fewer children will be faced with the prospect of losing contact with a parent where there is no valid reason for this to happen. We hope that the judiciary will consider the reasoning behind the package of reforms in the Children and Families Act to encourage greater co-operation between parents and co-parenting following separation, and ensure that the spirit of the law is implemented when making rulings in these cases. 

The majority of the provisions in the Children and Families Act will be implemented from 22nd April 2014.’

FNF Newsletter of 31st March 2014: http://www.fnf.org.uk/news-and-events/fnf-e-mail-newsletters#1 
Lawyer Search

Find a solicitor, barrister, expert witness, legal recruitment company, legal technology provider and many other legal services with Waterlow Legal Search.

http://www.waterlowlegal.com
Child Contact Centres Campaign
Child Contact Centres (CCCs) operate around the country to provide supervised or supported contact between parents and children where necessary. The reasons to use CCCs can be incredibly varied, from genuine concerns about child safety to extreme parental hostility. Whatever the case, CCCs can be the only option for a child to be able to maintain some form of relationship with a parent.

The provision of CCCs is uneven around the country, and their continuity of service is mainly dependent on poorly resourced centres run by unqualified volunteers. This leads to a precarious existence and results in the closure of centres at the expense of vulnerable children who lose out on vital relationships.

This campaign seeks to promote the statutory provision and funding of CCCs so that they do not close down.

Find out more and sign the online petition: http://www.childcontactcentrescampaign.co.uk
Petition Requests

Fund equal services for male abuse victims

'I am a survivor of abuse myself and as woman I have had support to deal with the aftermath. My brother did not have the same support and it seems many men live with the legacy of abuse on their own because of lack of services. 

I would like to see: 
More funding to provide specialist counselling and therapy services for male survivors of CSA. 
A dedicated 24 hour helpline service for men suffering domestic violence. 
Refuges/safe houses for men needing to escape domestic violence. 
Rape crisis centres to support men and boys. 
A perpetrator scheme for all domestic violence perpetrators. 
Campaigns aimed at ending domestic violence to be gender neutral. 

No victim deserves to be left behind.'

http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/55331
Extend the Sexual Offences Act 2003 definition of Rape

The Sexual Offences Act 2003 defines rape in its first section, which reads:

“(1)A person (A) commits an offence if—

(a)he intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of another person (B) with his penis,

(b)B does not consent to the penetration.."

This means that, under the current law, only men can commit rape. This ignores cases of female perpetrated rape or rape committed with objects.

This definition of rape is outdated and not only prevents victims of sexual offenses from receiving true justice but also deters many victims from reporting crimes as they are made to feel like their experience is not taken seriously.

This, now decade old, legislation should be expanded so as to reflect our cherished ideals of equality, to fully acknowledge the devastating experiences suffered by this community of victims, both male and female, and give them the respect they so desperately deserve. 

http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/43912
HM Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS)'s Training for Litigants

HMCTS provides leaflets and websites (including videos):

HMCTS's leaflet CB7: Guide for separated parents: children and the family courts:
http://hmctsformfinder.justice.gov.uk/courtfinder/forms/cb7-eng.pdf 

Video Guides for Separating Parents

'If you are representing yourself you should watch our range of online videos before you make your application. The videos explain more about the mediation process, making your application, what will happen in court and will help you prepare for the hearing. To watch the videos visit www.bit.ly/guides_for_separating_parents' (You Tube)

Current titles:

Family mediation

Making your application to the court

Attending the first hearing

Attending a full hearing

Family Court Guide

'The Family Court Guide is a framework of good practice which sets out Presidential Guidance, the rules and Practice Directions of the court and associated web based resources for those using and working in the family justice system.'

http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/publications-and-reports/FamilyCourtGuide
You might find the following useful:

CB1: Making an application: Children and the family courts:
http://hmctsformfinder.justice.gov.uk/courtfinder/forms/cb1-eng.pdf 
A list of Children Act forms and guidance leaflets is available from

http://hmctsformfinder.justice.gov.uk/HMCTS/FormFinder.do by entering 'Children Act' in the Form/ Leaflet title field

EX50: Civil and Family Court Fees: High Court, County Court and Family Proceedings Courts: http://hmctsformfinder.justice.gov.uk/courtfinder/forms/ex050-eng.pdf 
Childcare Best Practice

'Bringing up Britain' on BBC Radio 4: '… a debate about parenting with families, experts and policy-makers'.  Value listening for aspiring perfect parents.  Impress your social worker!
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00jj0s5 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00jj0s5/episodes/player 

FNF’s eNewsletter

Keep up-to-date: sign up to FNF’s regular national newsletter for news of FNF’s most recent work, campaigns, and initiatives.

http://www.fnf.org.uk/news-and-events/fnf-e-mail-newsletters 

3.3  International Information

Leading Women for Shared Parenting

http://lw4sp.org 
This organisation could be decisive for moving society to regular shared parenting – because it’s an organisation for women lead by women.
Endorse their statement, below then invite your friends and family members - especially your women - to do the same.
"Shared Parenting is an issue which knows no bounds.  It is neither the domain of conservatives or liberals, poor or wealthy, and pays no attention to ethnicity or gender. The issue transcends all demographics.  Our goals are shared, and should be supported, across all sectors of society.

Children benefit most from the active involvement of both parents regardless of their marital status.  The undersigned recognize that absent issues of abuse, neglect or abandonment, government policy and laws must be structured in such a way as to maximize the opportunity of all parents to contribute to the social, emotional, intellectual, physical, moral and spiritual development of their children."
Follow:
https://twitter.com/LW4SP   @LW4SP
https://www.facebook.com/LeadingWomenForSharedParenting   Leading Women for Shared Parenting

Dr. Warren Farrell will serve as a Trustee.
DR. WARREN FARRELL has been chosen by the Financial Times as one of the world’s top 100 thought leaders, and by the Center for World Spirituality (in 2011) as one of the world’s spiritual leaders. His books are published in over 50 countries, and in 15 languages. They include two award-winning international best-sellers, Why Men Are The Way They Are plus The Myth of Male Power.  His Father and Child Reunion documents fathers’ importance; Why Men Earn More facilitates women’s careers; and Women Can’t Hear What Men Don’t Say sheds light on couples’ communication. His forthcoming Reinventing Boyhood is with John Gray.  Dr. Farrell is also the Chair of the Commission to Create a White House Council on Boys to Men.

Dr. Farrell has two daughters. He lives with his wife in Mill Valley, California.
http://lw4sp.org/trustees 
4.  Key References, especially for Litigants in Persons

http://www.fnf.org.uk
http://www.fnf.org.uk/law-and-information/mckenzie-friends 

http://www.thecustodyminefield.com - information links at the bottom of the sales pitch

http://www.thecustodyminefield.com/mobile/FamilyLawMenu.html - Family Law web APPlication - guides are for separating or separated parents
http://www.thecustodyminefield.com/18.html - about Mckenzie friends
http://divorce.moneyadviceservice.org.uk

5.  Contacts

Our website:

http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter:

http://twitter.com/FNF_Plymouth   @FNF_Plymouth.

http://twitter.com/FNF_Cornwall
http://twitter.com/FNF_Exeter
For more information on FNF, including comprehensive subject information and membership, see http://www.fnf.org.uk .  Membership opens up a second tier of information and support and other benefits.

Follow FNF Southwest on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148689795306337 

Local telephone support:

Andy:  01752 793 325

Adrian and Liz:  01752 492 091

Adrian:  07747 656 942

Liz:  07733 005 944

6.  Next Meeting Additional Information

Please come:

· if you need assistance;

· to give assistance;

· to make and renew friendships;

· to build your interest and knowledge of family law;

· to build the group (several vacancies);

· to campaign for changes to family law.

All welcome: men and women; parents, grand-parents, guardians and their partners and friends; members and non-members.  You can be as vocal or as anonymous as you wish.  Guest speakers are welcome.

The following professionals regularly attend our meetings in support:

David Pitcher of Cafcass Plymouth.  Love them or hate them, FNF and litigants need a good relationship with Cafcass because of their key role in court childcare proceedings.  David is a Family Court Advisor, Children’s Guardian, and Honorary Social Work Adviser to the Grandparents’ Association.  He attends in a private capacity.

 http://www.cafcass.gov.uk
Meetings are held at a variety of venues.  Regular venues have some FAQs – below.

Future meetings dates are advertised at http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk
FNF Plymouth at the R.A.O.B. Social Club - FAQs

FNF Plymouth frequently meets at the R.A.O.B. Social Club.
Q: Where is the R.A.O.B. Social Club?

A: 41 North Hill, Plymouth, PL4 8EZ: opposite a Spa shop on the west side of North Hill, with a bus stop outside.

From Drake Circus: ascend North Hill, the club is on the left just after the old reservoir.

From Mutley Plain: ascend and descend North Hill, the club is on the right after the North Road East traffic lights.

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&ie=UTF8&q=PL4+8EZ&fb=1&gl=uk&ei=hJLaS_a6IaOqjAe9zs3ECA&ved=0CBgQpQY&hl=en&view=map&geocode=FQ2xAAMdVuLA_w&split=0&sll=50.376973,-4.136362&sspn=0.000000,0.000000&iwloc=A&sa=X
There is free on street parking nearby.

North Hill is on a main route between the city centre and Mutley Plain.  The club has a bus stop outside and is a safe 1km and 15 minutes walk from Plymouth railway station.

Q.  I want to arrive early.  What time does the venue open?

A.  The venue opens at 7.00pm and you are welcome to wait in the bar or meeting room

Q: Who is the R.A.O.B.?

A: ‘Our basic desire is to defend the weak, help the unfortunate and render assistance to those in difficulty or need.’

http://www.raob.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=48&Itemid=64 

FNF Plymouth at Nash & Co Solicitors - FAQs

FNF Plymouth frequently meets at Nash & Co Solicitors.
Q: Where is the Nash & Co Solicitors?

A: Beaumont House, Beaumont Park, Plymouth, PL4 9BD; http://www.nash.co.uk/about-nash/how-to-find-us .

Beaumont Park is off Beaumont Road on the East side of Plymouth City Centre.

From the East side of Plymouth City Centre at Charles Cross Roundabout (with the remains of church in the middle), follow Ebrington Street into Beaumont Road.  Nash & Co is 75m on the left, behind a high stone wall.

From the East, all trunk roads into Plymouth City Centre converge at Catttedown Roundabout.  Follow the signs for Mutley onto Tothill Road, to take the second left at the first set of traffic lights onto Beaumont Road.  Nash & Co is 100m on the right, behind a high stone wall.
Free private car park.

Beamont Road is on Plymouth Citybus routes 23 and 24.
A safe 1½km and 25 minutes walk from Plymouth railway station.
A safe ½km and 5 minute walk from Plymouth’s Bretonside bus station.

Q.  I want to arrive early.  What time does the venue open?

A.  The venue opens at 7.00pm.
Q: Who is Nash & Co Solicitors?

A: A leading local family law firm.  http://www.nash.co.uk/about-nash/how-to-find-us
Other Meetings

FNF Exeter meets on the last Thursday of the month, http://fnfexeter.org.uk, but check with the organisers.  Please advise me if you will be attending and can offer transport from the Plymouth area.

Also see:

http://fnfexeter.org.uk 

http://www.fnf.org.uk/help-and-support/local-branch-meetings
FNF Southwest on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/148689795306337 

7.  Local Family Prolegals

Solicitors, barristers, professional McKenzie friends, and other fee-charging legal advisers/ advocates - hereafter called 'prolegals' - may wish to attend FNF meetings.  Prolegals trade in a range of ways, from professionally qualified to unqualified, from partners in large practices to independent sole traders.  Their knowledge, resources, and enthusiasm can be a huge benefit to the branch/ group and its clients.

FNF Plymouth does not recommend particular prolegals but we may suggest particular prolegals for our clients to consider.  Caveat emptor (buyer beware): satisfy yourself of their suitability.

Local Independent Family Prolegals

	Organisation Name
	Base
	Principal Role
	Contact Name
	Telephone Number
	Website and  Email Addresses

	Dart Legal Services
	Buckfastleigh
	Solicitor
	Ms Rachel Howlett 
	01364 644 888
	rachel@dartlegalservices.com 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/choosingandusing/findasolicitor/view=lawfirmdetails.law?orgid=566164&searchType=L 

	Ria Cohen Family Law 

(formerly Law Choice)
	Saltash
	Legal consultant and McKenzie friend
	Ms Ria Cohen
	07791 881 697

01752  843 746 (8am to 8pm any day) 
	law.choice@yahoo.co.uk 
http://riacohenfamilylaw.com 
www.lawchoice.net 

	-
	N Plymouth
	McKenzie friend
	Mr Andrew Bull
	01752 793 325
	ajbull_plasma@yahoo.com


More information on McKenzie friends at:

http://www.fnf.org.uk/law-and-information/mckenzie-friends
http://www.thecustodyminefield.com/18.html 

8.  About Families Need Fathers (FNF)

Families Need Fathers is a registered UK charity which provides information and support to parents, including unmarried parents, of either sex.  FNF is chiefly concerned with the problems of maintaining a child's relationship with both parents during and after family breakdown.  Founded in 1974, FNF helps thousands of parents every year.  For more information, including comprehensive subject information and membership, http://www.fnf.org.uk
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of FNF.

FNF Plymouth offers local services and is run by volunteers; join us.

9.  Publishing and Distribution

By Andrew Bull, General Secretary, Families Need Fathers (FNF) Plymouth Group; e: ajbull_plasma@yahoo.com; t: 01752 793 325.

10.  Appendices

Appendix 1: Biographies

FNF Plymouth

Since its first meeting in October 2006, FNF Plymouth has helped hundreds of people.  It was established to provide a monthly self-help round table meetings by Andrew Bull and Adrian Crosbee; FNF Exeter (Peter Pojuner and Ian Tyers in particular) provided much early years help.  Its capability was greatly enhanced by the arrival of David Pitcher in October 2010.  October seems to be a key month for us!

Andrew Bull

Andrew reached the end of his divorce/ separation proceedings in 2010.  Frustrated at the ineffectiveness and inefficiency of the standard lawyer-led process, he turned to FNF for help.  After joining in 2005 and attending an FNF Exeter meeting, he decided his best way forward was to get involved in FNF to meet people who could help him.  He co-founded the FNF Plymouth group in 2006 and continues serving as its general secretary.

He has represented himself in court (normally with the assistance of a McKenzie Friend) 17 times for divorce, Children Act, and ancillary relief (now called financial remedy) proceedings.

Andrew, 53, from Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth, has a 14 year old son who was 5 years old when his mother petitioned for divorce (announced/ received by post whilst he was cooking the family breakfast on a Saturday morning).  He was the primary carer whilst his wife pursued her professional career (as a lawyer!).  He is now a 50% carer in a shared care arrangement.

Although qualified as a chartered engineer, Andrew has given up pursuing an engineering career; instead, additional to childcare, he is pursing self-employment interests including legal help and McKenzie friending for family law. 
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