[image: image1.jpg]



FAMILIES NEED FATHERS PLYMOUTH

A Manifesto for All our Children

Manifesto for Plymouth's Child Poverty Strategy

Both parents matter.  And for a child, his or her grandparents, relatives and family in the widest sense matter.  If we are truly to address poverty in Plymouth, rather than just lack of money, we all need to start by ensuring that every child is in touch with all those who care about him or her.  As well as raising the child’s self-esteem by their commitment, they may bring life experiences, skills, resources and valuable perspectives on life. 

Many children in Plymouth have little or no contact with their fathers or  grandparents, and in some cases with their mothers, sisters and brothers.  This may be for a variety of reasons, including acrimonious separation between parents, life crises, or physical and psychological violence between parents.  Many children do not understand the reasons for the separation, or are given one-sided or misleading information.  Often, those around the child do not understand the child’s confusion.

Except in rare cases, such as sexual abuse or extreme, ongoing violence, it is in the interests of a child to have a relationship with his or her father, grandparents, former step-family and others.  This is true even where, for various reasons, this relationship needs to be supported or restricted for a period of time. 

This is the key to leading Plymouth’s children out of poverty.  A poverty that can be psychological, emotional, and a poverty of resources.

Families Need Fathers Plymouth seeks to work with all agencies and groups in the city to promote this belief, and to challenge beliefs, policies and practices which restrict relationships unnecessarily.  

If you would like to show your support for this agenda, please e-mail info@plymouth.fnf.org.uk to indicate:

· Yes, I support this agenda.

· Yes, my agency or group supports this agenda.

· I would be interested in attending a discussion about how this agenda can be promoted.

Andrew Bull, Families Need Fathers Plymouth, October 2012

http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk/info/documentlist.html
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