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BOTH PARENT MATTER PLYMOUTH 
Client Pitch Form

v4.1.0 of 28 Apr 26 by Andrew Bull, Secretary, Both Parents Matter Plymouth; established in 2006 as Families Need Fathers Plymouth
This form is available from http://plymouth.fnf.org.uk/info/documentlist.html  .

For Support Group Meetings
	Meeting Type 
	[Support group]
	Meeting Date
	
	For Both Parents Matter Plymouth’s use


As well as assisting the meeting host, this form will help you prepare for the meeting by eliciting the necessary information for a concise, objective pitch of your case.   Key terms are listed in a glossary on page 2.
During your pitch please try to be concise - don’t rant and don’t read documents.  Focus on the issues you want help with.  Focus on solution planning.

	1
	Your name
	

	2

	Your children's first names and ages
	

	3
	Your relationship to your children
	

	4

	Other parties' first names and relationships
	

	5
	Do you have Parental Responsibility (PR)?  See overleaf and http://www.fnf.org.uk/law-and-information/parental-responsibility
	

	6

	The geographical situation, including where you, your children, and the other parties live
	

	7

	Active court orders and actions
	

	8
	Child Protection* status
* = government-lead services to protect children and young people
	

	9
	Alternative dispute resolution (especially mediation) status
	

	10

	What you want from the meeting
	


I authorise Both Parents Matter Plymouth to retain this form to help it give me further help and for anonymised data collection.
Signed
….....................................................................              Dated ….....................
Glossary
	Term
	Description

	Cafcass
	Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service, see https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass.aspx 

	CAMHS
	Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) is the name for NHS-provided services in the United Kingdom for children, generally until school-leaving age, who are having difficulties with their emotional well-being or are deemed to have persistent behavioural problems.  CAMHS are organised locally, and the exact services provided may vary, often by local government area.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_and_Adolescent_Mental_Health_Services 

	Child Arrangements Order (CAO)
	A Child Arrangements Order decides the arrangements for whom a child is to live with, spend time with or otherwise have contact with and  where a child is to live, spend time or otherwise have contact with any  person. 

For example, if your child lives with your ex-partner and you want to see your child at weekends, or you cannot agree which parent the child is to live with, you might want to apply for a child arrangements order.

HM Courts and Tribunal Service CB1 booklet: section A

	Contact
	Superseded (in law) term for a child spending time with a caring adult.

	McKenzie friend
	Legally, a McKenzie friend is someone who accompanies litigants in person to court.  McKenzie friends generally help a litigant in person throughout the course of his/her litigation, perhaps help with completing application forms, with correspondence, with devising strategies, with the preparation of statements, as well as accompanying the litigant to court.

FNF does not provide McKenzie friends but recognises they can be a valuable resource for those who have limited finance and/ or who wish to represent themselves.  Most charge for their time and expense.  They often attend FNF meetings.
https://fnf.org.uk/law-information-2/courts/mckenzie-friends 

	Parental Responsibility (PR) (order)
	Parents normally have PR by being married to the child’s mother or by being named on the child’s birth certificate.

Parental responsibility means all the rights, duties, powers, responsibility and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child and his property.

For example, if you are the father of a child but you were not married to the child’s mother and were not named on the birth certificate when the child’s birth was registered, but you want to be recognised legally as the child’s father, you may apply for a parental responsibility order.
HM Courts and Tribunal Service CB1 booklet: section A

	Residence
	Superseded (in law) term for a child living with a caring adult.
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